Sound localization in newborn human infants.
Newborns' localization of sounds was examined in two experiments that utilized different psychophysical procedures and imposed different task demands. The results of both experiments were consistent in indicating that neonates not only differentiate the hemifield of a sound source but have some capacity to localize a sound within the hemifields. Adjustment of their initial head turn angle following a within-hemifield shift in location of an ongoing sound indicated that head orientation in neonates is elicited not only by sound onset but also by changes in location of an ongoing sound. Thus, multiple stimulus parameters impact on this neonatal response. Results are related to research on sound localization in older infants, and discussed in light of early development of the central auditory system.